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LETTER CCXCV. 


Bath, Novemper the 28th, 1752. 
My pear Frienp, 


SINCE my laft to you, I have, read Madame 
Maintenon’s letters ; Lan fur® they are genuine ; and 
both entertained and informed me. ‘They have 
breught me acquainte with the character of that 
able and artful lady, whan J am convinced that I 
now know much better, than her diveeur the Abbé: 
de Venelon (afterwards Archbifhop of Cagbray) did, 
when he wrote her the 185th letter; and I know 
him the better too for that lettter. The Add, 
t hgh brimful of the divine love, had 2 great mind 
to be firft Minifter, and Cardinal, in grger, #0 
doubt, to have an opportunity of. doing the more 
good. His béing directeur at that time to Madarhe 

Vou. IV. B Maintenon, 
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WRintenon, feem& to be a good ftep towards thofe 
he put herfflf upon himi for faint, and he 

was weak enough to beléeve it; he, on the ‘other 
hand, would have put himfelf upon her fr a faint 
too, which, Idare fay, fhe did not believe ; both of 
them, knew, that it was neceffary for them to appear 
faints to Lewis the X1VtR, who they were gery {ure 
was a bigot. gItgs to be prefumed, nay, indeed, it 
is plain by that 185th Jetter, that Madame *Main- 
tenon had hinted to hes direddeur lome feruples of 
Confcience, with relation to her commerce with the 
King; and which T hupbly apprelend to have been 
only fome feruples of prudence, at once to fiatter 
the bigot charaGter, and increafe the detires of the 
King. The pious Aébe, frightened out of his wits 
Jeft the King fhould4mpute to the direébeur any feru- 
plesor difficulties which he might meet with on the 
part of the Lady, writes ber the above-mentioned 
letter; in which he not only, bids her, not teaze the 
King - advice and exhortations, but to have the 
utmoft fubmiifion to his willy and, that fhe may not 
miftake the nature of that fubmtfMfion, he tells her, 
it is the fame that Sarah Nad for Abraham; to which 
fabmistion, Maac perhaps was owing. No bawd 
could have written a more feducing letter to an inno- 
cent country gil, than the diredeur did to his peni- 
tege$ wha, I dare fay, had no occafion for his 
good Advice. Thofe who would juftify the good di- 
yeéleur, alias the pimps,in this affair, muft not at- 
tempt to do it, “by-faying, that the King and Ma- 
‘Game Maiatcnod were at that time privately marticd 
that 
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that the directeur knew it; andjthat this was "tie 
meaning of his evigne. Thais abfolately *hpok 
fible; for that private marriage muft have removed 
all fcruples between the parties; nay; could noy fave 
been. contraéted upon any other principle, fince it 
was kept private, and confequently prevented ‘no 
public fcandal. It is therefore extremely evident, 
that Madame Maintenon could net be married to 
the King, at the time when, fhe {crupled granting, 
and when the direfieur advited her to grant, thate 
favours which Sarah with to m&ch fubmiffion granted 
to Abraham: and what the dircigo is pleated to 
call le myflere de Dieu, was moit evidently a ftate 
of concubinage. The letters aré well worth your 
reading ; thcy throw light upon many things of thofe 
times, +e , * 

IT have juft received a letter from Sir William 
Stanhope, from Lyons, in which he tells me that 
he faw you at Paris, that fe thitks you a Jittle 
grown, bucthat you do not make the moft of it, for 
that you ftoop itil; d¥i/fedrs his letter was a ping 
gytic of you. 2 

‘The young Comte de Schullemburg, the Cham- 
Bellan whom you knew at Hanover, isgcome over 
with the King, ef fait auffi vos éloges. 

Though, asI told you in my laft, I have done 
buying pictures by way of virid, yet there are 
fome portraits of remarkable people that woylg tempt 
me. For inftance, if yoy could by chance pick 
up at Paris, at a seafonable price, Andoubted origi; 
aie whether heads,” half lengths, cr whole lengthe, 
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no matter) of Carfinals Richelieu, Mazarin, and 
Retz*Monfieur de ffurenne, le grand Prince de 
Condé ; Mefdynes, de Montefpan, de Fontangts, 
de Mpntbazon,* de Sevigné, de Maintenon, de 
Chevreufe, de Mogueville, d'Olonne, &c. I fhould 
be tempted to purchafe them. 1am fenfible that 
they can only be met with, by great accident, at 
family fales and aaictions, fo I only mention the af- 
fair to you eventually. 

Te undeiitand, or elfe [ do not remember, 
what affair you mean if your laft letter ; which you 
think will coms, to nothige, ang for which, you fay, 
Thad once a mind that you fhould take the road 
again. Explain it to me. 

I fhall go to town in four or five days, and carry 
back with me a little*more hearing than. I brought : 
but yet, not half enough tor common ufe. One 
wants ready pocket money much oftener than one 
wants great fum$; ands to ule a very odd expref- 
fion, I want to hear at fight. I love every-day 
férfes, every-day wit and ent€rtainment ; a man who 
is only good on holydays, is good for very little, 
Adieu ! 






LETTER 
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Chriftmas-day, 1752. 
‘My pear Frisnp, 


A TYRANT, with legions at his command, may 
fay, Oderint modo timeant ; though he is a fool if he 
fays it, and a greater fool if he thinks it, But a 
private man, who can hurt but few, though he can 
pleafe many, muft endeavour to be Idved, for he 
cannot be feared, i geneyl. Popularity is his only 
rational and fure foundation. "The good-will, the 
affections, the love of the public, can alone raife 
him to any confiderable height. . Should you afk me 
how he is ¢o acquire them) I’ will anfwer, by defir- 
ing them. No man ever deferved, who did not defire 
them; and no man both deferved and defired them, 
who had them not, thouglt many Rave enjoyed them 
merely by defiring, and without deferving them, 
You do not imagine I believe, that I mean by this 
Public love, the fentimental love of either lovers or 
intimate friends; no, that is of another nature, and 
confined to a very narrow circle; byt I mean that, 
general good-will, which a man may acquire in the 
world, by the arts of pleafing refpectively exerted, 
according to the rawk, the fituationy and’the turn 
of mind of thofe whom he hath to do with. ‘The 
pleafing impreffions whigh he makes upon ‘Cheap wild 
engage theis affections, and theif good withes, 
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even their good offices, & far (that is) as they are 
not $nconfiftent with their own interefts; for farther 
than that you are not fo expect from three people in 
the’courfe of your life, even were it extended to the 
patriarchal term. Could I revert to the age of twen- 
ty, and carry back with me all the experience that 
forty years more have taught me, [can affure you 
that I would employ mucit the greateft parg of my 
time in engagigg ie good-will, and in infinuating 
myfelf into the predilection of people in general, in- 
flead of direéting my endeavours to pleafe (as I was 
too apt todd) to the maawhom I immediately wanted, 
or the woman J} qwithed for, exglufively of all others. 
* For if one happens’ (and it will fometimes happen to 
the ablefi man) to fail in his views with that man 
or that woman ; one is at a lofs to know whom to ad- 
drefs one’s felf to next, having offended «in general, 
by that exclufive and diftinguifhed particular appli- 
cation, 1 would fecure a gencral refuge in the good 
will of the multifude, which is a great firength to 
any man; for both miniftersSand miftrefles chufe 
popular and faihionable favousites. A man who fo- 
licits a minifter, backed by the general good-will 
and good withes of mankind, folicits with weight 
and great probability of fuccefs: and a woman is 
ftrangely biafied in favour of a man, whom fhe fees 
in fathion, and‘hears every body fpeak well of, 
This vfeful act of infin <confifts merely of va- 
rious little things. A graceful motion, a fignificant 
look, a trifling attention, an obliging word dropped 
@ propes; ait, dreis,-and a thoufand other undetin- 
abie 
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able things, all feverally little ones, joined together, 
make that happy and ineftimabl compofition, "the 
art of pleafing. Y have in my Jife feen many @ very 
handfome woman who hasmot pleafed me, and many 
yery feafible men, who have difgufted me ; Why? 
only for want of thefe thoufand little means to pleafe, 
which thofe women, confcious of their beauty, and 
thofe men of their fenfc, “have been grofsly enough 
miftaken to negle&. I never wae fe much in love 
in my life, as I was with a woman who was very far 
from being handfome ; but then fhe was made up of 
- graces, and had all the arts ‘of pleafing.” The fol~ 

lowing verfes, whiclI have read in,fome congratu- 
latory poem prefixed to fome work, I have forgot 
which, exprefs what I mean in favour of what pleales, 
preferably to what is generally called more folid and 
inftructive + 

T would an author like a miftrefs try, 

Not by anofe, aip, a check, or eye, } 

But by fome namelefs powgr to givesme joy. 

Lady Chefterfield Bids me make you many com- 
pliments; fhe fheweds me your Ictter of recommen 
dition of La Veftres; with which I was very well 
pleafed : there. is a pretfy turn in it; I with you 
‘would always fpeak as genteelly. I faw another letter 
from a lady at Paris, in which there was a high 
panegyrical paragraph concerning* you. ‘I with it 
were every word of it Urerally true; bus, as it comes 
from avery little, pretty, white hand, which is fuf- 
pected, and I hope juftly, of great partiality to yous 
il en faut rabattre quelque -bofe, -et Inéme en le fasfant 
aly aura toujours daffex beaux refes. Adieu. 

By LETTER 
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LETTER CCXCVIL 


London, New Year's-day,*1753- 
My pear Frienp, 


Ir is now above a fortnight fince I have received 
aletter from yous I hope, however, that you are 
wel}, but engroffed by the bufinefs of Lord Albe- 
marle’s bureau in the mornings, and by bufinefs of 
@ gentecler nature in ‘the evenings ; for I willingly 
give up my own fatisfaétion te your improvement, 
ejther in bufinefs or manners. 

Here have been lately imported from Paris two 
gentlemen, who, I find, were much acquainted with 
you there ; Comte Sinzendorf, and Manfieur Clai- 
aut, the Academician. The former is a very pretty 
man, well-bred, and with a great deal of ufeful 
knowledge; for'thofe tito thiggs are very confiftent. 
Texamined him about you, thinking him a compe- 
tent judge. He told me, qué vous parliex ’ Allemand 
comme un Allemand; que vous fraviex le droit public de 
LEmpire parfaitement bien; que vous aviex le gotit fur, 
‘et des connoiffances fort étendues. Ltold him, that I 
knew all this very well; but that I wanted to know 
whether you had I’air, les manieres, les attentions, enfin 
de brillant dtan bonnéte hommes his anfwer was, Mais 
oui en yegité, c'ef fort bien. This, you fee, is but 
cold; in comparifon of what I do with, and of what 
you ought to with. “Your friend Clairaut interpol 

and 





TO HIS son. 5) 


and faid, Mais je vous affitre qu'il of fort poli; to 
which Lanfwered, Je le crois, bien} vis-a-vis des Lapons 
vos amis; je vous recufe pour Face, Sufqe a ce que vous 
aiez é1é délaponné, au moint dix gad parmi les honnétes 
gens. Shefe teftimonics in your favour are fuch as 
perhaps you are fatisficd with, and think fufficient ; 
but Iam not: they are only the cold depofitions of 
difintertfted and unconcerned witneffes, upon a ftrict 
examination, When, upon a triff, {man calls wit- 
neffes to his charaéter, and thofe witnefles only'fay, 
that they never heard, nor do not know, any ill of 
him ; it intimates at beft a neutral and infignificant, 
though innocent character? Now & want, and you 
ought to endeavour, that des agremens, les graces, les 
attentions, Sc. fhould be a diftinguifhing part of 
your character, and fpecified of you by people un- 
afked. I with to hear people fay of you, Ab qu'il off 
aimable!  Quelles manieres, quelles graces, quel art de 
plaire! Nature, thank God, has given you all the 
powers neceflary ; ang, if fhe has not yet, I hope in 
God the will give you the will of exerting them. 

T have lately read, With great pleafure, Voltaire’s 
two little Hiftories of /es<Croifades, and I’Efprit hu- 
main; which T recommend to your perufal, if you 
have not already read them. They are bound up 
with a moft poor performance, called Mieromigas, 
whichis fid to be Voltaire’s too; but I canpot be~ 
licve it, it is fo very inworthy of hin’; it confifts 
only of thoughts ftolen from Swift, but emsferably 
marigled and disfigured. But his hjftory of the Croi- 
fades thows, in a very fhort and strong light, the moft 

immoral 
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immoral and and wicked icheme that was ever coft« 
trived by knaves, apd executed by madmen and fools 
againf{ humanity. ‘[here is a ftrange, but never- 
failing relation bepween honeft madmen and {kilful 
knaves; and wherever one meets with colleéted num- 
bers of the former, one may be very fure that they 
are fecretly-direéted by the latter, The Popes, who 
have generally been both ‘the ableft and the,greateft 
knaves in Eurgpe, wanted all the power and moncy 
of the Eaft: for they had all that was in Europe al- 
ready. The times and the minds favoured their 
defign; for they were dark and uninformed; and 
Peter the Hermit, at once a knave and a madman, 
was a fine papal tool for fo wild and wicked an un- 
dertaking. I with we had good hiftories of every part 
of Europe, and indeed of the world, written upon the 
plan of Voltaire’s de IE /prit’ bumain ; for,.1 own, 1am 
provoked at the contempt which moft hiftorians fhow 
for humanity in general; one would think by them, 
that the whole human Species confifted but of about 
hundred and fifty people called and digniticd 
(commonly very undefervecly too) by the titles of 

Emperors, Kings, Popes, Generals, and Minifters. 
Ihave never feen, in ahy of the news-papers, any 
mention of the affairs of the Cevennes, or Grenoble, 
which you gave me an account of fome time ago+ 
and the Dukeede Mirepeix pretends, at leaft, to 
Know*nothigtg of eithez. Were they falfe reports ; or 
does the French Court chufe to ftific them? I hope 
that they are both true, becaufe I am very willing, 
that 


TO MIs soN, rn 


that the cares of the French, government fhould be 
employed and confined to themfewes. 

Your friend, the Electrefs Palatine, has feat me 
fix wild boars heads, and ether pars de fa chaff, ia 
return fgr the fans, which fhe approved of extremely. 
This prefent was fignified to me by one Mr. Harold, 
who wrote me a letter in very indifferent English ; I 
fuppofe be isa Dane, who'has been in England. 

Mr. Harte came tc town yefterdaw, and dined with 
me to-day. We talked you over; and I can affure 
you, that though a Parfon, and no member dw beaw 
monde, he thinks all the moft thining accomplifhments 
of it full as neceflary for yousas I do. His expreffion 
was, that is all that be wants; bug if be wants thar, 
conjidering bis fituation and dejlination, he might as well 
want every thing elfe. 

This is the day when people feciprocally offer and 
receive the kindeft and the warmeft wifhes, though, 
in general, without meaning them on one fide, or bes 
lieving them on the other. ‘Phey aré formed by the 
head, in compliance with cuftom, though difavowed 
by the heart, in confedfuence of nature. His wifhes 
upon this occafion are the beft, that are the beftturn- 
ed; you do not; I am fure, doubt the truth of mine, 
and:therefore I will exprefs them with a Quaker-like 
fimplicity. May this new ycar be a very new one in- 
deed to you; may you put off the did, and put on 
the new man! but I mean the outward, not the ins 
ward man, With this alteration, I might jyfly fum 
up alt my withes for you in thefe words, 


“ Dit tibi dent cumos, de te nam catera fumes. 


This 
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‘This minute I receive your letter of the 26th paft, 
which gives me a very difagreeable reafon for your 
jate flence. By the fymptoms which you mention 
of your illnefs, E-hoth hepe and believe, that it was 
wholly owing to your own want of care. , You are 
rather inclined to be fat, you have naturally a good 
#tomach, and you eat at the beft tables ; which muft 
of courfe make you plethoric : and, upon my word, 
you will be frbject to thefe accidents, if you will not 
from time to timc, when you find yourfelf full, heat- 
‘ed, or your head aching, take fome little eafy pre- 
ventive purge, that would not confine you; fuch as 
chewing a little rhubazb, when you go to bed at 
night, or fome fenna-tea in the morning. You do 
very well to live extremely low, for fome time; and 
Icould with, though I do not expect it, that you 
swould take one gentle vomit; for thofe giddineffes 
and fwimmings in the head always proceed from 
fome foulnefs of the ftomach. However, upon the 
whole, I am very glad that, your old complaint has 
‘not mixed itfelf with this: which, I am fully con- 
viniced, arifes fingly fronf your own negligence. 
“Adieu, P 

Tam forry for Monfieur Kurzé, upon his fifter’s 
account. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CCxcvm 


London, January the 15th; 1753. 
My pear Frienp, 


I NEVER think my time fo well employed, | as 
when I think it employed to your “advantage. You 
have long had the greateft fhare of it; you now en- 
grofs it. The moment is now decifive ; the piece is 
going to be exhibited to the Public s ; the mere out- 
lines, and the general ‘colouring, are flot fufficient to 
attract the eyes, and to fecure applaufe; but the lait 
finithing, artful, and delicate ftrokes are neceffary, 
Skilful judges will difcern, and>acknowledge their 
merit; theignorant will, without knowing why, feel 
their power. In that view, I have thrown together, 
for your ufe, the enclofed Maxims %; or, to {peak 
more properly, obfertations on men and things; 
for I have no merit as gto the invention: I am no 
fyftem-monger ; and, inftead of giving way to my 
imagination, I, have only confulted my memory; 
ahd my conclufions are all drawn from facts, not 
from fancy. Moft maxim-mongers have preferred 
the prettinefs to the juftnefs of a thought, and the 
turn to the truth; but [ have refufed myfelf to every 
thing that my own experience did not juftify and, 
confirm. I with. you would confider them*{tionflg; 


“Durn to the end of the yblume, 
and 
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and feparately, and recur to them again pro re natd 
in fimilar cafes, Young men are as apt to think 
themfelves .wife enough,, as drunken men are to 
think themfelves {ber enough. They Jook upon 
fpirit to be a‘ much better thing than experience ; 
which they call coldnefs, "They are but half mif- 
taken; for, though fpirit, without experjence, is 
dangerous, expeyence, without fpirit, is languid 
and defective. Their union, which is very rare, is 
perfection: you may join them, if you pleafe; for 
all my experience is at your fervice ; and I do not 
defire one grain of your {pirit /n return. Ufe them 
both; and let them reciprocally animate and check 
each other, I mean here, by the fpirit of youth, 
only the vivacity and prefurnption of youth; which 
hirfder them from feeing the difficulties or dangers 
of an undertaking; but I do not mean what the filly 
walgar call {pirit, by which they are captious, jea- 
Yous of their rank, fufpicious of being undervalued, 
and tart (as they call it) in Heir repartces, upon the 
flighteft occafions. This is an evil, and a very filly 
Spirit, which fhould be driven out, and transferted 
to an herd of fwine. This is not the fpirit of a man 
Of fafhion, who has kept good company. Peaple 
of an ordinary, low education, when they happen 
40 fall into good company, imagine themfelves the 
‘only objed of its attention ; if the company whifpers, 
itis, tobe fure, concerning them; if they laugh, 
iris afthem ; and if any thing ambiguous, that by 
the moft forced, interpretation can be applied to 
‘them, hagpens to be faid, they are convinced that it 

was 
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was meant at them; upon which they grow out of 
countenance firft, and then angry. This miffake is 
very: well ridiculed in the *Stra sem, where Scrub 
fays, T gmygure they talked of me, for they laughed conm 
fumediy. A well-bred man feldom thinks, but never 
feems to think, himfelf flighted, undervalued, of 
laughed at in company, unlefs where it is fo phinly 
marked out, that his honour oblige’ Lim to refent it 
in a proper manner; 1's les honnétes gens me fe bot 
dent jamais. will admit that itis very difficult to 
command one's-felf enough, to behave with eafe, 
franknels, and good-bicedingstowardsehofe, who one 
knows diflike, flight, and injure one as far as they 
can without perfonal confequences; but 1 affert, 
that it is abfolutely neceffary to do it: you muft 
embrace the man you hate, if you cannot be juftified 
in knocking him down ; for otherwife you avow the 
injury, which you cannot revenge, A prudent 
Cuckold (and there aregmany’ fuch at Paris) pockets 
his horns, when he cannot gore with them ; and will 
not add to the triumph “of his maker, by only butte 
ing x with them ineffeually. “A feeming ignorance 
is,very often a nioft cant of worldly know- 
ledge.” It is, for inftance, commonly advifable to 
feem ignorant of what people offer to tell you; and, 
when they fay, Iave you not heard of fuch a thing? 
to anfwer, No, and to lé& them go on; though you 
now it already. Some have a pleafure in tellang its 
becaufe they think that they tell jt well; others 
have a pride intit, as being the fagacious difcoverersy 
and many have a vanity in Showing that ‘they have 

been, 
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been, though very undefervedly, trufted ; all thefe 
would be difappointed, and confequently difpleafed, 
if you faid, Y Seeme always ignorant (unlels to 
one moft intimate friend) of all matterg of,, private 
fcandal and defamation, though you fhould hear 
them a-thoufand times ; for the parties affected al- 
ways look upon the receiver to be almoft as bad as 
the thief: and, ewhenever they become the topic of 
converfation, fecm to bea fceptic, though you are 
really a ferious believer ; and always take the exte- 
nuating part. But all this (eeming ignorance fhould 
be joined to thorough and extenfive private informa- 
tions: and, indecd, it is the beft method of pro- 
curing them; for moft people have fuch a vanity, 
in fhewing a fuperiority over others, though but for 
moment, and in the mereft trifles, that they will 
tell you what they fhould not, rather than not fhow 
that they can tell what you did not know; befides 
that fuch feenfing ignprance will make you pafs for 
jncurious, and confequently undefigning. However, 
fith for facts, and take pairs to be well informed of 
every thing that paffes; but fith judicioufly, and not 
always, nor indeed often, in the: fhape of direét 
gueftions, which always put people upon their 
d, and, often repeated, grow tirefome. But 
fometines take the things that you would know, for 
nied; upon which fortebody will, kindly and 
afficign{ly., fet you right: fometimes fay, that you 
have, heard fo and fo; and, at other times feem to 
know more thaa you do, in order to know all that 
you want® but avoid direét queftioning, as mych as 
you 
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yeu can. All thefe neceffary arts of the world re-, 
quire conftant attention, prefence of mind, and 
coolnefs, Achilles, thouglf invulnerable, never 
went to battle but completely giined. Courts are to 
be thé theatres of your wars, where you fhould be 
always as completely armed, and even with the ad- 
dition of a heel-picce. The leaft inattention, the 
leaft difraétion, may prove, fatal. I would fain fee 
you what pedants call omnis bomo, ‘and what Pope 
much better calls all-accomplifbed: you have the 
means in your power; add the will, ard you may 
bring itabout. The vulgar have a coarfe faying, of 
Spoiling a bog for an halfperny-worth%f tar: prevent 
the application, by providing the tar; it is.very 
eafily to be had, in comparifon with what you have 
already got. : 

The fine Mrs Pitt, who, it fecms, faw you often 
at Paris, fpeaking of you the other day, faid, in 
French, for the fpeaks little Englifh, — — — 
See ea eee _ 

Whether it is that you did not pay the homage due 
to her beauty, or that it did not ftrike you as it does 
others, I cannot determine; but I hope the had 
fofne other reafon than truth, for fayirfg it. I will 
fuppofe that you did not care a pin for her; but, 
however, the furely deferved a degree of propitistory 
adoration from you, which I am afraid you Hegiedteds 
Had I been in your cafe, I thould heyended- 
vouted, at leaft, to have fupplanted Mr. Mackay in 
his office -of ‘nocturnal reader to her. I played’ at 
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cards, two days ago, with your friend, Mrs. Fitz- 
gerald, and her moft fublime mother, Mrs. Sea- 
grave; they both inguired after you; and Mrs. 
Fitegerald faid, th@hoped ‘you went on with your 
dancing; I faid, Yes, and that you affurel me, 
you had made fuch confiderable improvements in it, 
that you had now learned to ftand ftill, and even 
wpright. Your virtwofa, la Signora Veftri, fung 
here the other day, with great applaufe: I prefume 
you are intimately acquainted with her merit. Good 
night to you, whoever you pafs it with. 

Thavethis moment received a packet, fealed with 
your feal, thoufh not direéted by your hand, for 
Lady Hervey. No letter from you! Are you not 
swell? 





LETTER CCXCIX. 


London, Muy the 27th, O.S. 1753. 
_ “My peap Fatexn, 


Luave this day been tired, jaded, nay tormented, 
by, the company of a moft worthy, fenfible, and, 
earned moan, a near relation of mine, who dined 
paffed the evening with me. This feems a para- 
ox, but is a plain truths she lias no knowledge of 
Sheworld, no mapnets, noaddreds : fat from talking 

without 
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without book, as is commonly faid of people wha 
talk fillily, he only talks by book ; whicli, in gene+ 
ral conyerfation, is ten times worfe. He has formed 
in his own clofet, from books, ‘certain fyftems of 
every thing, argucs tenacioufly upon thofe prin- 
ciples, and is both furprifed and angry at whatever 
deviates from them. His theories are good, but; 
unfortunately, are all impracticable. Why? be- 
caufe he has only read, and not Converfed. He is 
acquainted with books, and an abfolute ftratiger ta 
men. Labouring with his matter, he is delivered of 
it with pangs; he hefitates, ftops in his utterances 
and always expreffes himfelf ineleg&ntly. His ace 
tions are all ungraceful; fo that, with all his merit 
and knowledge, I would rather converfe fix hours 
with the moft frivolous tittle-tattke woman, who 
knew fomething of the world, than with him. The 
prepofterous notions of a fyftematical man, who does 
hot know the world, tire the patience of a man who 
does. It would be endlefs to corre&t his miftakes; 
nor would he take it kindly; for he has confidered 
every thing deliberately, and is very furc that he is 
in the right. Impropriety4s a chara¢teriftic, and a 
hever-failing one, of thefe people. Regardlefs, be+ 
caufe ignorant, of cuftom and manners, they violate 
them every moment. They often, fhock, though 
they never mean to offend; fever attending either 
to the general character, or the particular diftine 
guithing circumftances of the pedple to whdin, of 
before whom they talk ; ‘whereas the knowledge of 
the world ‘teaches one, that the very fame things; 
Ca which, 
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which are exceedingly right and proper in one com- 
pany, time, and place, are excecdingly abfurd in 
others. In fhort, a fnan who has great knowledge, 
from expericnce aftdobfervation, of the charaéters, 
cuftoms, and manners uf mankind, is a Being as 
different from, and as fuperior to, aman of mere 
book and fyftcmatical knowledge, as a well-managed 
horfe is to an afs. Study therefore, cultivate, and 
frequent men ‘and’ women; not only in their out- 
ward, and confequently guarded, but in their in- 
terior, domeftic, and confequently lefs difguifed, 
characters and manners. Take your notions of 
Tebings as by dbfervatidn and experience you find 
they really are, and not as you read that they are or 
fhould be; for they never are quite what they fhould 
be. For this purpofe do not content yourfelf with 
general and common acquaintance ; but, wherever 
@ you can, eftablifh yourfelf, with a kind of domeftic 
iliarity, in good houfes, For inftance, go again 

to Orli, for two or three days, and fo at two or 
three reprifes, Go and ftay,; two or three days at a 
time at Verfailles, and improve and extend the ac- 
quaintance you have there. Be at home at St. Cloud; 
and, whenever any private perfon of fafhion invites 
you to pafs a few days at his country-houfe, accept 
of the invitation. This will neceffarily give you a 
veriatijity of mind, anda facility to adopt various 
mapners and cuftoms; for every body defires to 
pleale thofe in whofe houfe they are; and people are 
‘pnly to be ploafed in their own way. Nothing is 
more engaging than a chearful and cafy”conformity 
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to people’s particular manners, habits, and even 
weakneffes ; nothing (to ufe a vulgar expreffion) 
fhould come amifs toa youpg fellow. He thould be, 
for good purpofes, what Alcijiades was commonly 
for bad ones, a Proteus, affuming with cafe, and 
wearing with chearfulnefs, any fhape. Heat, cold, 
luxury, abftinence, gravity, gaiety, ceremony, 
cafinefs, learning, trifling, bufing/s, and pleafure, 
are modes which he fhould be able to take, lay afide, 
or change occafionally, with as much cafe as he 
would take or lay afide his hat. All this fs only to 
be acquired by ufe and knowledge of the world, by 
keeping a great deal of company, Snalyfing every 
charaéter, and infinuating yourfelf into the familiarity 
of various acquaintance. A right, a generous ambition 
to make a figure in the world ncceflarily gives the de- 
fire of pleafing ; the defire of pleafing points out, to 
a great degree, the means of doing it; and the art of 
pleafing is, in truth, the art of rifing, ofdiftinguifhing 
one’s-felf, of making % figure and a fortune in the 
world. But without plesfing, without the Graces, as 
I Inve told youathoufand times, ogni fatica é- vana. You 
are now but nineteen, an age at which moft of your 
countrymen are illiberally getting drunk in port, at 
the Univerfity. You have greatly got the ftart of 
them in Jearning; and, if you can equally get the 
ftart of them in the kowledge and manners of the 
world, you may be very fure of outrunning them in 
Court and Parliament, as you fet out fo much earlier 
than they. They generally beguf but to fee the 
world at one-and-twenty; you will-by thatage have 
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feen all Europe. They fet out upon their travels un- 
licked cubs ; and in their travels they only lick one 
another, for they feldom go into any other company. 
They know nothing hut the Englifh world, and the 
worft part of that too, and generally very Jittle of 
any but the English language; and they come 
home, at three or four-and-twenty, refined and 
ony (as is faid in one of Congreve's plays) like 
tch fkippers from a whale-fifhing. The care 
which has been taken of you, and (to do you juftice) 
the gare you have taken of yourfelf, has left you, at 
the age of ninctcen only, nothing to acquire but the 
knowledge of the said, manners, addrefs, and 
thofe exterior accomplifhments. But they are great 
and neceffary acquifitions to thofe who have fenfe 
enough to know their true value; and your getting 
them before you are one-and-twenty, and before 
you enter upon the active and fhining fcene of life, 
will give you fueh an advantage over all your cotem- 
poraries, that they cannot overtake you: they muft 
pe diftanced. You may probably be placed about a 
young Prince, who will probably be a young King, 
There all the various arts‘ of pleafing, the engaging 
addrefs, the yerfatility of manners, the brillant, the 
Graces, will outweigh and yet outrun all folid 
knowledge and unpolifhed merit. Oil yourfelf there- 
fore, and bg both fupple and fhining, for that race, 
if you. would be firft, or early, at the goal. Ladies 
will mioft probably too have fomething to fay there; 
and thofe who afe beft with them will probably be 
‘Pett Jomarbere ele. Labour this great point, my 
dear 
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dear child, indefatigably ; attend to the very frgalleft 
parts, the minuteft graces, the moft trifling circum- 
ftances, that can, poflibly ooncur in forming the 
fhining character ofa complete Gentleman, um galant 
sbommes un bomme de cour, a man of bufinefs and plea- 
fure ; eflimé des hommes, recherche des femmes, aimé de 
tout le monde. In this view, obferve the fhining 
part of every man of fafhion, who is liked and 
eftcemed ; attend to, and imieate that particular 
accomplifhment for which you hear him chiefly 
celebrated and diftinguifhed : then collect thofe va- 
rious parts, and make yourfelf a Mofaic of the whole. 
No one body poffeffes every thing; and almoft every 
body poffeffes fome one thing worthy of imitation : 
only chufé your models well; and, in order to do fo, 
chufe by your ear more than by your eye. The beft 
model is always that which is moft univerfally allowed 
to be the beft, though in ftrictnefs it may poffibly 
not be fo. We muft take moft things as they ares 
we cannot make than what we would, nor often 
what they fhould be; and, where moral duties are 
pot concerned, it is more prudent ta follow than to 
attempt to lead. Adicu. 
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LETTER CC, 


Bath, Oétober the 3d, ‘1753. 
My pear Frienp, 


"You have.fet out well at the Hague; you are in 
Jove with Madame Munter, which I am very glad 
of : you are in the fine company there, and I hope 
one of it; for it is not enough, at your age, to be 
merely in good company : but you fhould, by your 
addrefs and attentions, ,make that good company 
think you one of them. There is a tribute due to 
beauty, even independently of farther views; which 
ttibute I hope you paid with alacrity to Madame 
Munter and Madam Degenfeldt: depend upon it, 
they expected it, and were offended in proportion 
as that tribute feemed either unwilling or fcantily 
paid. I believe’ my friend Kreuningen admits no- 
body now to his table, for fear of their communi- 
gating the plague to him, ér at leaft the bite of a 
mad dog. Pray profit of the entrées libres, that the 
French Embaffador has given you ; ‘frequent him, 
and peck to him. I think you will not do amifs,to 
¢all upon Mr. Burrifh, at Aix la Chapelle, fince it 
is fo little out of your way; and you would do ftill 
better, if yeu would, which I know you will not, 
rink thofe waters, for five or fix days only, to fcour 
Your ftomach and bowels 4 little ; I am fure, it would 
fo you a great deal of good. Mr. Burrith can doubt- 

lefs 
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lefs give you the beft letters to Munich; and he will 
naturally give you fome to Comte Preyfing, or 
Comte Sinfheim, and fuch fert of grave people; 
but I could with that you would afk him for fome to 
young fellows of pleafure, or fafhionable coquettes, 
that you may be dans I'bonnéte débaucke de Munich. 
A propos of your future motions ; I leave you, ina 
great meafure, the mafter of them, fo fhall only fug- 
geft my thoughts to you upon thae firbject. 

You have three Electoral Courts in view, Bonn, 
Munich, and Manheim. I would advife you to fee 
two of them rather curforily, and fix your tabernacle 
at the third, whichever thatemay be for a confider- 
able time. For inftance, fhould you chufe (as I fancy 
you will) to make Manheim the place of your refi- 
dence, ftay only ten or twelve days at Bonn, and as 
Jong at Munich, and then go and fix at Manheim 
and fo, vice versd, if you fhould like Bonn or Mu- 
nich better than you think you would Manheim: 
make that the place o§your refidence, and only vifit 
the other two. It is certain, that no man can be 
ryuch pleafed himfelf, or pleafe others much, in 
any place where he is only, a bird of paffage for eight 
* or ten, days 5 neither party thinking it worth while to 
make an acquaintance, ftill lefs to fown any con~ 
nexion, for fo fhort a time: but when months are 
the cafe, a man may domefticate himfelf pretty wells 
and very foon not Be looked upon 4s a ftranger. 
This is the real utility of travelling, when, by ‘cons 
tracting a familiarity at any place, you get into the 
infide of it, and fee it in its uptirefs. That is the 

oaly 


26 LORD CHESTERPIELD'S LETTERS 


only way of knowing the cuftoms, the manners, and 
all the little charateriftical peculiarities, that diftin- 
guith one place from another: but then this fami- 
Kiarity is hot to be brought about by cold, formal 
vifits of half an hour: no; you mutt fhow aavilling- 
nefs, a defire, an impatience, of forming connexions, 
al faut s'y préter, ety mettre du liant, du difr de plaire. 
Whatever you do approve, you muft be Javith in 
your praifes 6f;¢and you muft learn to commend 
what yon do not approve of, if it is approved of 
there. You are not much given to praife, I know; 
but it is becaufe you do not yet know how extremely 
people are engaged byra feeming fanétion to their 
‘own opinions, prejudices, and weakneffes, even in 
the mereft trifles. Our {clf-love is mortified, when 
we think our opinions, and even our taftes, cuftoms, 
and dreffes, either arraigned or condemned; as, on 
the contrary, it is tickled and flattered by approba- 
‘tion. I will give you a remarkable inftance of this 
kind. The famous Earl of Shaftefbury, in the fla- 
Bitious reign of Charles the | Second, while he was 
Chancellor, had a mind to be'a Favounite, as well as 
a Minifter of the King: in order therefore to pleafe 
this Majefty, whofe prevailing paflion was women, 
‘any Lord kept a w—c, whom he had no occafion for, 
nd made no manner of ufe of. The King foon heard 
wit, and afked him if it was true ; he owned it was; 
Dut that, tHough he kept that one woman, he had 
‘Fereral others befides, for he loved variety. A few 
ipo ina the King, at his public levee, ‘faw 

Shaftetbury at fome diftance, and faid in the 

circle, 
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circle, ** One would not think that that little, weak 
** man is the greateft whore-mafter in England ; but 
«* Tcan affure you that he is.”* Upon Lord Shaftefs 
bury’s coming into the circle, there was a general 
{mile ; *the king faid, This is concerning you, my 
“© Lord.” ‘Me! Sir!” anfwered the Chancellor, 
with fome furprize. ‘* Yes, you,” fanfwered the 
King ; ‘‘ for I had juft faid, that you were the 
“* greateft whore-mafter in Englartd :*Is it not true?” 
“« Of a fubjel, Sir,” replied Lord Shaftefbury, ‘‘per- 
** haps 1am.” It is the fame in every thing; we 
think a difference of opinion, of conduct, of man- 
ners, a tacit reproach, at Raft, upen our own; we 
mutt therefore ufe ourfelves to a ready conformity to 
whatever is neither criminal nor difhonourable. 
Whoever differs from .any general cuftom is fup- 
pofed both to think, and proclaim himfelf wifer 
than the reft of the world; which the reft of the 
world cannot bear, efpecially in a young man, A 
young fellow is always forgiven, and often applaud- 
ed, when he carries a fathion to an excefs ; but never 
if he ftops fhort of it. The firft is afcribed to youth 
and fire; but the latter is imputed to an affectation 
pf fingularity or fuperiority. At your age, one is 
allowed to outrer fathion, drefs, vivacisy, gallantry, 
€%. but by no means to be behind hand in any one 
pfthem. And one may apply to youth in this caf, 
§j non errafft, fecerat tle minds. Adied. 
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LETTER CCCI. 


Bath, October the roth, "1753. 


My pear Frienp, 


OF ail the various ingredients that compofe the 
ufeful and nectffaty art of plealing, no one is fo ef- 
feétnal and cngaging as that gentlenefs, that dowceur 
of countenance and manners, to which you are no 
ftranger, though (God knows why) a {worn enemy. 
Other people take great pains to conceal, or difguife, 
their natural imperfections ; fome, by the make of 
their clothes, and other arts, endeavour to conceal 
the defects of their fhape; women, who unfortu- 
nately have natural bad complexions, lay on good 
nes; and both men and women, upon whom un- 
kind nature has inflicted a furlinefs and ferocity of 
countenance, do at leaft all they can, though often 
without fuccefs, to foften and mitigate it : they affect 
douceur, and aim at f{miles, though often in the at- 
tempt, like the Devil in Milton, they grin horribly, a 
ghafly file, But you are the only perfon lever knew; 
in the whole-courfe of my life, who not only dif- 
@ain, but abfolutely reject and difguife a great ad- 
‘Wantage that nature has kindly granted. You eafily 
guefs I mean' countenance; for fhe has given you a 
very pleafing one; but you beg to be excufed, you 
will not accept it; on the contrary, take fingular 
pits wo pat on the moft funefte, forbidding, and 

unpleafing 
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unpleafing one, that can poffibly be imagined. This 
one would think impoffible ; but you know it to be 
true. If you imagine that it gives you a manly, 
thoughtful, and decifive air, as fome, though very 
few of your countrymen do, you are moft exceed- 
ingly miftaken ; for it is at beft the air of a German 
corporal, part of whofe exercife is to look fierce, and 
to biajemeer-op. You will fay, perhaps, What, am I 
always to be ftudying my counterfanée, in order to 
wear this doxceur? I anfwer, No; do it but for a 
fortnight, and you will never have occafiop to think 
of it more. Take but half the pains to recover the 
countenance that nature gfve you,ethat you muft 
have taken to difguife and deform it as you have, 
and the bufinefs will be done. Accuftom your eyes 
to a certain foftnefs, of which they are very capable; 
and your face to fmiles, which hecome it more than 
moft faces I know. Give all your motions too an 
air of douceur, which is dire@tly the reverfe of their 
prefent celerity and eapidity. I wifh you would 
adopt a little of Pair dy Couvent (you very well know 
what I mean) to a certain degree; it has fomething 
extremely engaging ; ; there is a mixture of benevo- 
lence, affection, and unétion in it : it.is frequently 
tedly fincere, but it is almoft always thought fo, 

and confequently pleafing. Will you call this 
trouble? It will not be half an hour's trouble to 
you in a week's time. “But fuppofe it Be, pray tell 
me, why did you give yourfelf the trouble of learn~ 
ing to dance fo well as you do? jt is neither a re~ 
ligiops, 
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ligtous, moral, or civil duty. You muft own, that 
you did it then fingly to pleafe, and you were in 
the sight on’t. Whydo you wear fine clothes, and 
curl your hair? Both are troublefome ; lank locks, 
and plain flimfy rags, are much eafier. This then 
you alfo do in order to pleate, and you do very 
right. But then, for God’s fake, reafon and act 
tonfequentially ; and endeavour to pleafe in other 
things too, {tll more effential ; and without which 
the srouble you have taken in thofe is wholly thrown 
away. You fhow your dancing, perhaps, fix times 
@ year, at moft; but you fhow your countenance 
and your common motiéns every day, and all day. 
Which then, I appeal to yourfelf, ought you to 
think of the moft, and care to render eafy, grace- 
fal, and engaging? Douceur of countenance, and 
gefture, can alone make them fo. You are by no 
means ill-natured ; and would you then moft un- 
juflly be reckoned fo? Yet your common counte- 
mance intimates, and would gnake any body, who 
did not know you, believe it. 4 propos of this; I 
muft.tell you what was faid the other day to a fine 
lady-whomryou know, who is very good-natured in 
truth, but whofe common countenance implies ill- 
ature, even to brutality. Ik was Mifs H——-n, 
Lady M——y's niece, whom you have feen both at 
Blackheath and at Lady Hervey’s. Lady M——y 
was faying to me, that you had a very engaging 
countenance when you had a mind to it, bat that 
you:bad. nes always that mind; upon which Mifs 
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H——n faid, that fhe liked your countenance bett 
when it was as glum as her own. Why then, re- 
plied Lady M—-y, you two fhould marry ; for, 
while you both wear your worft countenances, no- 
body elfe will venture upon either of you; and they 
call her now Mrs. Stanhope. To complete this 
douceur of countenance and motions, which I fo 
earneftly recommend to you, yeu fhould carry it 
alfo to your expreffions, and manner of thinking, 
mettex y toujours de laffettueux, de I'onétion ; take the 
gentle, the favourable, the induigent fide gf moft 
queftions. I own that the: manly anc! fublime John 
Trott, your countryman, feldotm does ; dbut, to fhow 
his fpirit and decifion, takes the rough and harfh 
fide, which he generally adorns with an oath, to 
feem more formidable, This he only thinks fine; 
for, to do John juftice, he is commonly as good- 
natured as any body. Thefe are among the many 
little things which you have not, and I have lived 
long enough in the world to know of what infinite 
confequence they are, in the courfe of life. Reafon 
then, I repeat it again, within yourtelfconfeguenth ; 
and let not the pains you have taken, and ftill take, 
to pleafe in fome things, be 2 pure perte, by your 
negligence of, and inattention to others, of much 
lefs trouble and much more confequence. 

I have been of late much engaged, or rather 
bewildered, in Oriental hiftory, particularly that of 
the Jews, fince the deftruction of their temple, and 
their: difperfion by ‘Titus; but the gonfufion and 
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uncertainty of the whole, and the monftrous extra- 
vagancies and falfehoods of the greateft part of it, 
difgufted me extremely. Their Thalmud, their 
Mifchna, their Targums, and other traditions and 
writings of their Rabbins and Doétors, who were 
moft of them Cabalifts, are really more extrava- 
gant and abfurd, if poffible, than all that you have 
read in Comte de Gabalis; and indeed moft 
of his ftuff*is «aken from them. Take this fample 
of their nonfenfe, which is tranfmitted in the 
writings of one of their moft confiderable Rabbins. 
«© One Abas Saul, a man of ten feet high, was dig- 
ging a graves and happened to find the eye of Go- 
Tiath, in which he thought proper to bury himfelf ; 
and fo he did, all but his head, which the giant's 
eye was unfortunately nat quite deep enough to re- 
ceive.” This, I affure you, is the moft modeft lie 
of ten thoufand. J have alfo [read the Turkifh Hif- 
tory, which, excepting the religious part, is not fa- 
bulous, though very poff’bly not true. For the 
Turks, having no notion of letters, and being, even 
by their religion, forbid the ufe of them, except for 
reading and tranfcribing the Koran; they have no 
hiftorians of their own, nor any authentic records cr 
memorials for other hiftorians to work upon; fo that 
what hiftories we have of that country are written 
by foreigners ; as Platina, Sir Paul Rycaut, Prince 
Cantemir; &c. or elfe fnatches only of particular 
and fhort periods, by fome who happened to. refide 
there, at thof times: fuch as Bufbequius, whom I 

have 
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have juft finifhed. I like him, as far as he goes, 
much the beft of any of them: but then his account 
is, properly, only an account of his own embafly, 
from the Emperor Charles the Vth to Solyman the 
Magnificent. However, there he gives, epifodical- 
ly, the beft account I know of the cuftoms and 
manners of the Turks, and of the nature of that go- 
vernment, which is a moft extraordi mary one. For, 
defpotic as it always feems, and {ometimes is, it is 
in truth a military republic ; and the real power re- 
fides in the Janiffaries ; who fometimes order their 
Sultan to ftrangle his Vizar, and fometimes the Vizar 
to depofe or ftrangle his Sultan, according as they 
happen to be angry at the one or the other. I own, T 
am glad that the capital ftrangler fhould, in his 
turn, be frangle-able, anil now and then ftrangled : 
for I know of no brute fo fierce, nor criminal fo 
guilty, as the creature called a Sovereign, whether 
King, Sultan, or Sophy, who thinks himfelf, either 
by divine or human right, vefted with an abfolute 
power of deftroying hes fellow-creatures; or who, 
without inquiring into his right, lawlefsly exerts that 
power. The moft excufable of all thofe human 
ménfters are the Turks, whofe religion teaches 
them inevitable fatalifm. 4 propos’ of the ‘Turks; 
my Loyola, I pretend, is fuperior to your Sultan, 
Perhaps you think this impoffible, and wonder who 
this Loyola is. Know then, that I have had a Bar- 
bet byought me. from France, fo exa¢tly like Sultan, 
that he Bas been miftaken for hint feveral times; 
Only his fnout his fhorter, and his cars longer 
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than Sultan’s. He has. alfo the acquired know- 
ledge of Sultan; and I am apt to think that he 
ftudied under the fame mafter at Paris. His habit, 
and his white band, fhow him to be an ecclefiaf- 
tic; and his begging, which he does very earneft~ 
Yy, “proves him to be of a Mendicant Order; 
which, added to his flattery and infinuation, make 
him fuppofed to be a Jefuit, and have acquired 
him ‘the name of Loyola. TI muft not omit too, 
that, when he breaks wind, he {mells exactly like 
Sultan. + 

Ido not yet hear one jot the better for all my 
bathings and*pumpings, though I have been here 
already full half my time; I confequently go very 
little into company, being very little fit for any. 
IT hope you keep company-enough for us both ; you 
will get more by that, than I fhall by all my read- 
ing. I read fingly to amufe myfelf, and fill up my 
time, of which I have too much ; but you have twa 
much better reafons for going into company, Pleafure 
andy Profit. May you find g great deal of both, in 
aigteat deal of company! Adieu. 
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LETTER CCCI. 


London, November the 2oth, 175% 
My pear Fuisnp, 


Two mails are now due from Holland, fo that I 
have no letter from you to acknowdedge ; but that, 
you know by long experience, does not hinder my 
writing to you: Talways reccive your lettgrs with 
pleafure; but IT mean, an: endeavour, that you 
fhould receive mine with feme progt; preferring 
always your advantage to my own pleature. 

If you find yourfelf well feted and naturalized at 
Manheim, fray there fome time, and do not leave a 
certain for an uncertain good ; but if you think you 
fhall be as well, or better, eftablithed at Munich, 
go there as {oon as you pleafe ; and, if difappointed, 
_you can always return go Manheim. I apse 
in a former letter, your Paling the Carnival at 
Yin, which I think may" be both ufeful and peat 
ing to you: however, do as you will; but let me 
know what you Yefolve. That King and that country 
have, and will have, fo great a fhare in the affairs 
of Europe, that they are well worth being thorough- 
Jy known, 

Whether, where you*are now, or evtr may be 
hereafter, you fpeak French, German, or Englith 
moft,*T carneftly recommend to you a particular ate 
‘tepion to the propriety and elegancy of your ftyle: 

Dz employ’ 


36 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


employ the beft words you can find in the language, 
avoid cacophony, and make your periods as harmo- 
nious as you can. I need not, J am fure, tell you, 
what you muft often have felt, how much the ele- 
gancy of diction adorns the beft thoughts; and pal- 
liates the worft. In the Houfe of Commons, it is 
almoft every thing; and, indeed, in every affembly, 
whether public or private. Words, which are the 
drefs of théughts, deferve, furely, more care than 
clothes, which are only the drefs of the perfon, and 
which, showever, ought to have their fhare of atten- 
tion. If you attend to your ftyle in any one Jan- 
guage, it wild give yo an habit of attending to it in 
every other ; and if once you {peak cither French or 
German very elegantly, you will afterwards {peak 
much the better Englith for it. I repeat it to you 
again, for at leaft the thoufandth time ; exert your 
whole attention now in acquiring the ornamental parts 
of charaéter. People know very little of the world, 
and talk nonfenfe, when they talk of plainnefs and 
foljdity unadorned ; they will do in nothing; man- 
kind has been long out of a ftate of nature, and the 
golden age of native fimplicity will never return. 
Whether for the better or the worfe, no matter ; but 
we are refined ; and plain manners, plain drefs, and 
plain diction, would as little do in life, as acorns, 
herbage,“ and the water of the neighbouring {pring, 
would do‘at table. Some people are juft come, who 
dnterrupt me in the middle of my fermon ; fo good 


aight. 
LET 
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LETTER CCCI. 


London, November the 26th, 1753. 
My pear Frienp, 


Fine doings at Manheim! If one may give credit 
to the weekly hiftories of Montieur Roderigue, the 
fineft writer among the moderns ; not only des chaffes 
brillantes ct nombreujes, des opéras ou les adleurs fe far- 
paffent, les jours des Saints de L LAA EE, firnif» 
Jimes célébrés en grand gala; but, to crdwn the whole, 
Monfieur Zuchmantel is happily arrived, and Mon- 
fieur Wartenfleben hourly expected. I hope that 
you are pars magna of all thefe delights; though, as 
Noll Bluff fays, in the Old Batchelor, that rafeally 
Gaxettecr takes no more notice of you than if you were not 
in the land of the living. 1 fhould think, that he 
might at leaft have tak€n notice, that in thofe re- 
joicings you appeared with a rejoicing, and net a 
gloomy countenance ; and you diftinguifhed your- 
felf, in that nymerous and fhining company, by 
your air, drefs, addrefs, and attentions. If this was 
the éafe, as I will both hope and fuppofe that it was, 
Iwill, if you require it, have him writen to, to do 
you juftice in his next fupplement. Serioufly, Iam 
very glad that you are whirled in that faurbillon of 
pleafures; they fmooth, polifh, and rub off rough 
corgers: perhaps too, you have fome particular 
piliion, which is {till more effectual.. 

D3 Schapnat's, 
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Schannat’s Hiftory of the Palatinate was, I find, 
written originally in German, in which language, I 
fuppofe, it is that you have read it; but, as ] muft 
humbly content myfelf with the French tranflation, 
Vaillant has fent for it for me, from Holland, fo 
that I have not yet read it. While you are in the 
Palatinate, you do very well to read every thing re~ 
lative to it; youywill do frill better if you make that 
reading the foundation of your inquiries into the 
mure minute circnmftances and anecdotes of that 
country, whenever you are in company with in- 
formed and knowing people. 

The Minifters here, intimidated by the abfurd 
and groundlefs clamours of the mob, have, very 
weakly in my mind, repealed, this feffion, the bill 
which they had paffed in the Iaft, for rendering 
Jews capable of being naturalized, by fubfequent 
ats of parliament. The clamourers triumph, and 
will doubtlefs make farther demands; which, if not 
granted, this piece of comphaifance will foon be for- 
gotten. Nothing is truer n polities, than this re- 
HeAion of the Cardinal de Retz, Que le peuple craint 
oujours quand on ne le craint pas; asd confequently, 
they grow unreafonable and infolent, when they find 
thar they are feared. Wife and honeft governors 
will never, if they can help it, give the people juft 
taufe to complain; but then, on the other hand, 
they will firmly withftand groundlefs clamour. Be- 
fides thar this noife agsinft the Jew bill proceeds from 
that narrow mob-fpirit of imtoleration in religious, 

inhofpitali 
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inhofpitality in civil matters; both which -all wife 
governments fhould oppofe. 

‘The confufion in France increafes daily, as no 
doubt you are informed where you are. There is 
an an{wer of the Clergy’s to the remonftrances of the 
Parliament, lately publifhed ; which was fent me by 
the laft poft from France, and which I would have 
{ent you, enclofed in this, were it not too bulky. 
Very probably you may fee it at Manheim, from the 
French Minifter : it is very well worth your reading, 
being moft artfully and plaufibly written? though 
founded upon falfe principles; the jus divinum of 
the Clergy, and confequently their fhpremacy in all 
matters of faith and dotrine, are afferted; both 
which I abfolutely deny. Were thofe two points 
allowed the Clergy of any country whatfoever, they 
muft neceffarily govern that country abfolutely ; 
every thing being, directly or indirectly, relative to 
faith or doctrine ; and whoever is fuppofed to have 
the power of faving ahd damning fouls to all eter- 
nity (which power the Clergy pretend to) will be 
much more confidered, and better obeyed, than any 
civil power, ‘hat forms no pretenfions beyond this 
world. Whercas, in truth, the Clergy in every 
country are, like all other fubjeéts, dependent upon 
the fupreme legiflative power; and are appointed 
by that power, under whatever reftri€tions and 
limitations it pleafes, to keep up decency and deco 
tum in the church,  juft as conftables are to krep 
yéace in tht parith. . This Fra. Paolo has 
proved, even upon their own principles of the ‘Ola 
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and New Teftament, in his book de Beneficiis, which 
I recommend to you to read with attention; it is 
fhort. Adieu! 


LETTER CCCIV. 


London, December the 25th, 1753. 
My pear Kaiend, 


YEsTERDAY again I received two letters at once 
from you, the one of the 7th, the other of the 15th, 
from Manheim. 

You never had in your life fo good a reafon for 
not writing, either to me or to any body elfe, as 
your fore finger latcly furnifhed you. I believe it 
was painful, and I am glad itis cured; but a fore 
finger, however painful, is a much lefs evil than 
lazinefs, of either body or mind, and attended by 
fewer ill confequences. 

I am very glad to hear that you were diftin- 
gaithed, at the Court of Manheim, from the reft of 
your countrymen and fellow-travellers : it is a fign 
that you had better manners and addrefs than they ; 
for, take it for granted, the beft-bred people will 
always. be. the beft received, wherever they 2O- 
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fpecie is of commercial life; returns are equally ex 
pected for both; and people will no more advance 
their civility to a Bear, than their money toa Bank- 
rupt. I really both hope and believe, that the Ger- 
man Courts will do you a great deal of good ; their 
ceremony and reftraint being the proper correctives 
and antidotes for your negligence and inattention. 
1 believe they would not greathy relith your weltcring 
in your own lazinefs, and an caiy chair; nor take it 
very kindly, if, when they {poke to you, or you to 
them, you looked another way ; as much as to fay, 
kifsmy b——h. As they give, fo they require at- 
tention; and, by the way, thke this®maxim for an 
undoubted truth, That no young man can pofli- 
bly improve in any company, for which he has 
not refpect enovgi to be under fome degree of re- 
firaint. 

I dare not truft to Meyffonier’s report of his Rhe- 
nifh, his Burgundy not having anfwered either his 
account or my expe@fations. I doubt, as a wine- 
merchant, he is the pergdus caupo, whatever he may 
be asa banker. I fhall therefore venture upon none 
of his wine ; byt delay making my provifion of Old- 
‘Hock, till I go abroad myfelf next {pring; as I told 
youvin the utmoft fecrecy, in my laft, that I intend 
todo; and then probably I may tafte fome that I 
like, and go upon fure ground, There is commonly 
very good, both at Aix-la-Chapelle and Liege; 
where I formerly got fome excellent, which I carried. 
wittrtne to Spa, where I drank no other wine. 


As 
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As my letters to you frequently mifcarry, 1 will re- 
peat in this, that part of my laft, which related to 
your future motions. Whenever you fhall be tired 
of Berlin, go to Drefden; where Sir Charles Wil- 
Tiams will be, who will reccive you with open arms, 
He dined with me to-day; and fets out for Drefden 
in about fix weeks. He {poke of you with great 
kindnefs and impatience to fee you again. He will 
truft and emplof you in bufinefs fand he is now in 
the whole fecret of importance) till we fix our place 
to mectein; which probably will be Spa. Where- 
ever you are, inform yourfelf minutely of, and attend 
particularly téthe affairs of France ; they grow fe- 
tious, and in my opinion will grow more and more fo 
every day. The King is defpifed, and I donot won- 
der at it; but he has brought it about, to be hated 
at the fame time, which feldom happens to the fame 
man. His minifters are known to be as difunited as 
incapable : he hefitates between the Church and the 
Parliaments, like the Afs ih the fable, that ftarved 
between two hampers of hay; too much in love with 
his miftrefs to part with her, and too much afraid for 
his foul to enjoy her ; jealous of:the Parliaments, who 
sould fupport his authority; and a devoted bigot to 
the Church, that would deftroy it. The people are 
spoog, confequently difcontented: thofe who have 
qeligion,-are divided in their notions of it; which is 
faying, that they hate one another. The Clergy 
wmever do forgive; much lefs will thev forgive the 
Parliament: the Parliament never-will forgive ‘them. 
‘The army muft without doubt take. in their own 

minds 


to HTB 'son. # 


minds at leaft, different parts in all thefe difputes, 
which upon occafion would break out. Armies, 
though always the fupporters and tools of abjolute 
power for the time being, are always the deftroyers 
of it too, by frequently changing the hands in which 
they think proper to lodge it. This was the cafe of 
the Praetorian bands, who depofed and murdered the 
monfters they had raifed to opprefs mankind. ‘The 
Janiflaries in Turkey, and the regiments of guards 
in Ruffia, do the fame now. The French nation 
reafons frecly, which they never did before, upon 
matters of religion and government, anch begin to 
be fpregiudicati; the officers do fo to®; in fhort, all 
the fymptoms, which I have ever met with in hif- 
tory, previous to great changes and revolutions in 
Government, now exift, and daily increafe, in France. 
Tam glad of it; the reft of Europe will be the quieter, 
and have time to recover. England, I am fure, 
wants reft; for it wants men and money: the Re~ 
public of the United® Provinces wants both, ftill 
more: the other Pow@grs cannot well dance, when 
neither Frakee, nor the maritime Powers, can, ag 
they ufed to do, pay the piper. The firft {quabble 
int Europe, that I forefec, will be about the Crown 
of Poland, fhould the prefent King die; and there- 
fore I with his Majefty a long life and a merry Chrift- 
mas. So much for foreign politics: but, @ propos of 
them, pray take care, while you are in thofe parts of 
Germany, fo inform yourfelf correétly of all the de~ 
tai, difcuffions, and agreements, which the f-veral 
wars, confifcations, bans, and treaties, eccafioned 
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between the Bavarian and Palatine Electorates : they: 
are interefting and curious. 

I shall not, upon the occafion of the approaching 
new year, repeat to you the wifhes which I continue 
to form for you; you know them all already ; and 
*you know that it is abfolutely in your own nower to 
fatisfy moft of them. Among many other wifhes, 
this is my moft earneft one, That you would open 
the new year with a moft folemn and devout facri- 
fice to the Graces ; who never rejeét thofe that fup- 
plicate them with fervour: without them, let me tell 
you, that your friend Dame Fortune will ftand you 
in little Read : «nay they all be your friends ! 

Adieu. 





LETTER CCCV. 


London, January the 15th, 1754. 
My pear Frienp, 


T HAVE this moment received your letter of the 
96th paft, from Munich. Since you are got fo well 
out of the diftrefs and dangers of your journey from 
Manheim, I am glad that you were in them, 

Condifie i diletti 

Memoria di pene, 

Ne fa che fia bene 

Chi ma} non foffir. 
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They were but little famples of the much greater 
diftrefs and dangers which yougnutt expect to meet 
with in your great (and, I hope, long) journey through 
life. In fome parts of it, flowers are fcattered with 
profufion, the road is finvoih, and the profpect plea 
fant; but in others (and I fear the greater number), 
the road is rugged, befet with thorns and briars, 
and cut by torrents. Gather the flowers in your 
way; but at the fame time guard againft the briars 
that are either mixed with them, or that moft cer- 
tainly fucceed them. 

I thank you for your wild boar, who, now he is 
dead, I affure him, f laifera bien mayger malgré qu'il 
en ait; though I am not fure that I fhould have had 
that perfonal valour which fo fuccefsfully dittinguith- 
ed you in fingle combat with him, which made him 
bite the duft like Homer's heroes, and, to conclude 
my period fublimely, put him into that pickle from 
which I propofe eating him. At the fame time that 
applaud your valour, J muft do juftice to your mo- 
defty ; which candidly admits, that you were not 
over-matchkd, and that your adverfary was of about 
your own agdand fize. A Marcaffin, being under a 
ygar old, would have been below your indignation. 
Béte de compagniz, being under two years old, was 
ftill in my opinion below your glory; but I guefs 
that your enemy was wx Ragot; that is, from two to 
three years old ; an age and fize which, between man 
and boar, an{wer pretty well to yours. 


¥ 
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if acciaents or vad roads or waters do not aes 
tai you at Munich, I do not fancy that pleafures 
will; and I sather believe you will feek for, and 
find them at the Carnival at Beslin; in which fup- 
pofition, I eventually direét this letter to your 
banker there. While you are at Berlin (I earneftly 
recommend it to you again and again), pray care 
to fee, hear, know, and mind, every thing there. 
The able Pring in Europe, is surely an object 
that deferves attention; and the leaft thing that 
he does, like tie imalleft thetches of the greateft 
painters; has its value, and a confidcrable one 
too. 

Read with care the Code Frederick, and inform 
yourtcif of the good effects of it, in thofe parts of 
his dominions where it has taken place, and where 
it has banithed the former chicanes, quirks, and 
guibbles of the old law. Do not think any detail too 
minute, or trifling, for your inquiry and obfervation. 
Twith that you could find one hour's leifure every 
day, to read fome good Italian author, and to con- 
werfe in that language with 6ur worthy ftiend Signor 
Angelo Cori: it would both reftefh/and improve 
your Italian, which, of the many languages y you 
iknow, I take to be that’ in which you are the Jeaft 
aperfeét ; but of which too, you already know cnough 
40 make yourfelf mafter of, with very little trouble, 
whenever you pleafe. 

Live, dwell, and grow, at the feveral Courts there ; 
ufe them fo much to your face, that thty may not 

look 
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their for, even to their affections and follies; for 
fuch there are, and perhaps fhould be, at all Courts, 
Stay, in all events, at Berlin, till I inform you of 
Sir Charles Williams’s arrival at Drefden; where, 
J fuppofe, you would not care to be before him, and 
where you may go as foon after him as ever you 
pleafe. Your time there will ncither be unprofitably 
nor difagreeably fpent ; he will intfbduce you inta 
all the beft company, though he can introduce you 
to none fo good as his own. He has of late applied 
himfelf very ferioufly to foreign affairs, efpecially 
thofe of Saxony and Poland he knotvs them per- 
feétly well, and will tell you what he knows. He 
always expreffes, and I have good reafon to believe 
very fincercly, great kindnefs and affection for 
you. 

The works of the Jate Lord Bolingbroke are juft 
publifhed, and have plunged me into philofophical 
ftudies ; which hitherto*l have not been much ufed 
to, or delighted with; gonvinced of the futility of 
thofe refearchies : but I have read his philofophical 
Effay upon the\extent of human knowledge, which, 
bythe way, makes two large quarto’s and an_half. 
He there fhows very clearly, and with moft {plendid , 
eloquence, what the human mind can, and cannot 
do ; that our underftandings are wifely calculated for 
our place in this planet, and for the link which we 
form in the univerfal chain of things; but that they 
are by iio means Capable of that degree of knowledge, 

which 
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which our curiofity makes us {earch after, and which 
cur vanity makes us often believe we arrive at. I 
fhall not recommend to you the reading of that 
work. But, when you return hither, I fhall recom=, 
mend to your frequent and diligent perufal all his 
traéts, that are relative to our hiftory and conftitu- 
tion ;_ upon which he throws lights, and {catters 
graces, which no other writer has ever done. 

Reading, which was always a pleafure to me in 
the time even of my greateft diflipation, is now be- 
come my only refuge; and, I fear, I indulge it too 
much, at the expence of my eyes. But what can I 
do? I muft' do fomething ; I cannot bear abfolute 
idlenefs : my ears grow every day more ufelefs to me, 
my cyes confequently more neceffary; I will not 
hoard them like a mifer, but will rather rifk the lofs, 
than not to enjoy the ufe of them, 

Pray let me know all the particulars, not only of 
your reception at Munich, but alfo at Berlin ; at the 
latter, I believe, it will be 4 good one ; for his Pruf- 
fian Majefty knows, that I bave long byen an admirer 
and refpeéter of his great and various talents. 

Adieu 
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LETTER CCV. 


London; February the 1ft, 1754. 
My pear Frrexn, 


T RECEIVED, yefterday, yours of the rath front 
Munich; in confequence of which, I direé this to 
you there, though I direéted my three !aft to Berlin, 
where I fuppofe you will find them at your arrival, 
Since you are not only domefticated, but aicbé at 
Munich, you are much in¢he right, to ftay there, 
Tt is not by feeing places, that one knows them, but 
by familiar and daily converfations with the people 
of fathion. I would not care to be in the place of 
that prodigy of beauty, whom you are to drive dans 
ta courfe de Traineaux ; and [am apt to think you are 
much more likely to break her bones, than the is, 
though ever fo cruel, to break your heart. Nay, I 
am not fure but that, according to all the rules of 
gallantry, you are obliged to overturn her on pur= 
pote : in the firft place, for the chance of feeing 
her backfide ; Sn the next, for the fake of the con- 
trition and concern which it would give you an ops 
portunity of fhowing; and laftly, upon account of 
all the gentilleffes et epigrammes, which it would 
naturally fuggeft. Voiture has made feveral ftanzag, 
upon an accident of that kind, which happened toa 
laty, o£ his acquaintance. There isa great deal of 
Wit-id-them, rather too much ;. for,.. according: 40 
cron, IV, E the 
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the tafte of thofe times, they are full of what the’ 
Tralians call concetti fpiritofifimi; the Spaniards, agu- 
deze; and we, afteétation and quaintnefs. I hope 
you have endeavoured to fuit your Traineaw to the 
charaéter of the Fair-one whom it is to contain. If 
she is of an irafcible, impetuous difpofition (as fine 
‘women can fometimes be), you will doubtlefs place 
her in the body of a lion, a tiger, a dragon, or 
fome tremendous beaft of prey and fury; if fhe is a 
Sublime and ftately beauty, which I think more pro~ 
bable (for unqueftionably the is gh gebohrne), you 
will, I fuppofe, provide a magnificent fwan or 
ptoud peacock for her reception; but, if the is all 
tendernefs and foftnefs, you have, to be fure, taken 
are, amorous doves and wanton fparrows fhould 
feem to flutter round her. _ Proper mottos, F take it 
for granted, that you have eventually prepared; but,. 
if not, you may find a great many ready-made ones, 
im Les entretiens d’Ariftc et d’Eugéne, fur les devifes, 
written by Pere Bouhours, and worth your reading. 
ft any time. I will not fay to you, upon this occa- 
fon, like the Father in Ovid, 


Parce, puer, Aimulis; et fortius there loris. 


@n the contrary, drive on brifkly; it is not the 
‘ghariot of the fun that you drive, but you carry the 
fun in your chariot; confequenthy, the fafter it 
gees, the lefs it will be likely either to fcorch o¢ 

tonfume. This is Spanith cnovgh, I am fure. 
If this finds you ftill at Munich, pray make mang 
sempliments from me to Mr. Burrifh, te whom A 
E] 
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am-¥ery much obliged for all his kindnefs to you: it 
is true, that, while I had power, I endeavoured to 
ferve him; but it is as true too, that I ferved many 
others mofe, who have neither returned nor remem- 
hered thofe fervices. 

Ihave been very ill this laft formight, of youm 
old Carniolan complaint, the arthritis vaga; luckily, 
it did not fall upon my breaft, but feized on my 
right arm ; there it fixed its feat ofeempire ; but, as 
in all.tyrannical governments, the remoteft parts 
felt their fhare of its feverity. Laft poft Iwas not 
able to hold a pen long enough to write to you, and 
therefore defiredd Mr. Greveakop to glo it for me 3 
but that Jetter was direted to Berlin. My pain is 
now much abated, though I have {till fome fine re- 
mains of it in my fhoulder, where I fear it will teaze 
me a great while. I muft be careful to take Horace's 
advice, and confider well, Quid valeant humeri, quid 
Serre recufent. 

Lady Chefterfield bjds me make you her com- 
pliments, and affure you, that the mufic will be 
much more “welcome to her with you, than without 
you. 

In fome of my laft letters, which were dire@¥ed to, 
and will I fuppofe wait for you at Berlin, I compli+ 
mented you, and with juftice, upon your great im- 
provement of late in the epiftolary way, both with 
regard to the ftyle and the turn of your letters; your 
four or five laft to me have been very good ones, and. 
one ,that you wrote to Mr. Harte, upon the New 
‘Year, wasfo pretty 2 one, and he was fo much and. 

E.2 fe 
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fo juftly pleafed with it, that he fent it me from 
Windfor, the inftant he had read it. This talent 
(and a moft neceffary one it is in the courfe of life) 
is to be acquired by refolying, and taking pains to 
acquire it; and, indeed, fo is every talent except 
poetry, which is undoubtedly a gift. Think there- 
fore, night and day, of the turn, the purity, the 
correctnefs, the perfpicuity, and the elegancy of 
whatever you {peak or write: take my word for it, 
your labour will not be in vain, but greatly rewarded 
by the harveft of praife and fuccefs which it will 
bring you. Delicacy of turn, and elegancy of ftyle, 
are ornaments as neceflary to common fenfe, as at- 
tentions, addrefs, and fafhionable manners, are ta 
common civility; both may fubfift without them, 
but then, without being of the leaft ufe to the owner. 
The figure of a man is exaétly the fame, in dirty 
rags, or in the fineft and beft-chofen clothes; but 
in which of the two he is the moft likely to pleafe, 
md to be received in good ¢ompany, I leave to you 
to determine. 

Both my arm and my paper hint to me, to bid 
you good night. 
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London, February the x2th, 1754. 
My pear Friend, 


I rake my aim, and let off this letter at you, at 
Berlin; I fhould be forry it mifféd you, becaufe I 
believe you will read it with as much pleafure as I 
write it. It is to inform you, that, after fome diffi- 
culties and dangers, your feat in the new Parliament 
is at laft abfolutely fecured, and tha? without oppo- 
fition, or the leaft neceflity of your perfonal trouble 
or appearance. This fuccefs, 1 muft farther inform 
you, isin a great degree owing to Mr. Eliot's 
friendfhip to us both; for he brings you in with 
himfelf, at his fureft borough. As it was impoffible 
to act with more zeal and friendfhip than Mr, Eliot 
has ated in this wholt affair, I defire that you will, 
by the vety next poft,,write him a letter of thanks; 
warm and young thanks, not old and cold ones. You 
may enclofe it in yours to me, and I will fend it to 
him, for he is now in Cornwall, 

Thus, fure of being a Senator, I dare fay you do 
not propofe to be one of the pedarii fematores, et pedie 
bus ire in fententiam; for, as the Houfe of Commons 
is the theatre where you muft make your fortune ant 
figyretm the world, you muft refolve to be an adtor;: 
and"not a perfona muta, which is juft equivalent to.8 
gandle-Cauffer upon other theatres, Whoever docp 

E3 ok! 
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not fhine there is obfcure, infignificant, and cons 
temptible; and you cannot conceive how eafy it is, 
for a man of half your feufe and ‘knowledge, tu 
fhine there if he pleafes. The receipt to siake 
a-fpeaker, and an applauded onc too, is thort and) 
ealy—Take of common fenfe quanium fuficit, adda 
little application to the rules and orders of the 
Houfe, throw obvious chonghts ina new liyht, and 
make up the whole with a1: sige quantity of purity, 

correctnefs, and elegancy of ft)'.—— ake it for 
granted, that by far the yreatett part of mankind do 
‘neither analyfe nor fearch to the bottcm; they are 
incapable of fenetrating deeper than the furface, 
All have fenfes to be gratified, very few have reafon 
to be applied to. Graceful utterance and aétion 
pleafe their eyes, elegant dition tickles their ears; 
but ftrong reafon would be thrown away upon them. 
Fam not only perfuaded by theory, but convinced 
‘by my experience, that (fuppofing a certain degree 
of cammon fenfe) what is called a good fpeaker ig 
‘as mich 4 mechanic as a good fhoemaker ; and that 
‘ithe two trades are equally to be learned by the famic 
‘degree’ of application. Therefore, for God's fake, 
Jet this trade be the principal object of your thoughts; 
ttever lofe fight of it. Attead mioutely to your 
Wyle, whatever language you fpeak or write in ; feek 
‘forthe be&. words, and think of the beft turns, 
Ahenever you doubt of the propriety or elegancy of 
gay word, {earch the didtionary or fome good author 
for it, or inquire of fomebody, who is mafter of 
S@gk language ; and, in a little time, ‘propriety and 

elegane 
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élegancy of diction will become fo habitual to you, 
that they will coft you no more trouble. As I have 
laid this down to be mechanical, and attainable by 
whoever will take the neceflary pains, there will be 
ho great vanity in my faying, that 1 faw the im- 
portance of the object fo early, and attended to ft 
fo young, that it would now coft me more trouble 
to fpeak or write ungrammatically, vulgarly, and 
inelegantly, than every it did"to avoid doing 
fo. The late Lord Bolingbroke, without the leaft 
trouble, talked al! day long, fullas elegantly as he 
wrote. Why? Not by a peculiar gift from 
heaven; but, as he has often told ‘ne himfelf, by 
an early and conftant attention to his ftyle. The 
prefent Solicitor-general, Murray*, has lefs law 
than many lawyers, but has more practice than 
any; merely upon account of his eloquence, of 
which he has a never-failing ftream. 1 remember, 
fo long ago as when 1 was at Cambridge, whenever 
Lread pieces of eloqhence (and indeed they were 
my chief ftudy) whether antient or modem, I 
fifed to write down the fhining paflages, and then 
tranflate ther, as well and as elegantly as ever d 
could ; if Latin or French, into Englith, if Englith, 
into French, This, which I prattifed for fome year, 
not only improved and: formed my ftyle, but ime. 
printed in my mind and memory the beft choughes 
of the beft authors. The trouble was little, but the 
advAitage I have experienced was gteat. While 
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you are abroad, you can neither have time nor op- 
portunity to read pieces of Englith, or Parlia~ 
mentary eloquence, asT hope you will carefully do 
when you return; but, in the mean time, whenever 
pieces of French cloquence come in your way; 
Tuch as the fpeeches of perfons received into the 
Academy, oraifons funébres, reprefentations of the 
feveral Parliaments to the king, €¢. read them in 
that view, in that fpirit; obferve the harmony, the 
turn and clegancy of the flyle; examine in what you 
think it might have been better; and confider in 
what, had you written it yourfelf, you might have 
done worfe. *Comparé the different’ manners of 
expreffling the fame thoughts, in different authors ; 
and ‘obferve how differently the fame things appear 
in different dreffes. Vales, coarfe, and ill-chofen 
words, will deform and degrade the beft thoughts, 
as much as rags and dirt will the beft figure. In 
fhort, -you now know your object; purfue it ftea- 
dily, and have no digreffions that are not relative 
to, and connected with, the main acti6n. Your 
faccefs in Parliament will effectually remove all 
wiber objections; either a foreign or a domeftic defti- 
Ration will no longer be refufed you, if you make 
your way to it through Weftmintter, 

‘Think I may now fay, that I am quite recovered 
wk my: lute illnefs, ftrength and {pirits excepted, 
‘ebith: are not yet reftored. Aix-la Chapelle and 
Sptwill, L believe, anfwer all my purpofes, 

“oP Jong to hear an account of your reception at 
Bertin, - Fakich® I fancy will be. a maf gracious one, 


‘ LETTER 
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LETTER CCCVIN, 


London, February the sth, 17546 
My bear Frignp, 


I CAN now with great truth apply your own motte 
to you, Nullum numen abcft, fi fit priddentia. Youare 
fure of being, as early as your age will permit, a 
Member of that Houle; which is the only,road to 
figure and fortune in this country. Thofe, indeed, 
who are bred up to, and diftinguifhshemfelves in 
particular profeflions, as the army, the navy, and 
the law, may, by their own merit, raife themfelves 
to acertain degree ; but you may obferve too, that 
they never get to the top, without the affiftance of 
Parliamentary talents and influence. The means of 
diftinguifhing yourfelf in Parliament are, as I told 
you in my laft, much- more eafily attained than L 
believe yoD imagine, lofe attendance to the bufi- 
nafs of the Houfe will foon give you the Parliamen- 
tary routine; and ftridt attention to your ftyle will 
‘foon make you, not only a fpeaker, but a good one, 
The vulgar look upon a man, who is reckoned a fine 
{peaker, as a phenomenon, a fupernatural being, 
and endowed ,with fome peculiar gift of Heavens 
they ftare at him if he walks in the Park, and cry, 
that it $e: You will, I am fure, view him in a jufter 
Jight; and mulls formiaine. You will confider hin 
oly. as 2 man: ef good-fenfe, who adorns common 
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thoughts with the graces of clocution, and the ele- 
gancy of ftyle. The miracle will then ceafe ; and 
you will be convinced, that with the fame applica- 
tion, and attention to the {m2 objects, you may 
moft certainly eyual, and perhaps furpafs, this prd- 
digy. Sir W. ¥ » with not a quarter of 
your parts, and not a thoufandgh part of your know- 
Jedge, has, by a glibnefs of tongue fingly, raifed 
himfelf fuccctlively to the beft employments of the 
Kingdom : he has been Lord of the Admiralty, Lord 
of the Treafury, Secretary at War, and is now Vice+ 

‘Treafurer of Ireland ; and al} this with a mof fullied, 
not to fay blifted, charaéter. Reprefent the thing 
to yourfelf, as it really is, cafily attainable, and you 
will find it fo. Have but ambition cnough paffion- 
ately to defire the object, and fpirit enough to ufe 
the means, and I will be anfwerable for your fuc- 
cefs. When I was younger than you are, I refolved 
within myfelf that I would in all events be a fpeaker 
in Parliament, and a good'one too, if Icould. I 
confequently never loft fighwof that objeét, and never 
neglected any of the means that I thought led to it, 
T fucceeded to a certain degree ; and, I affure you, 
with great cafe, and without fuperior talents. Young 
people are very apt to over-rate both men and things, 
from not being’ enough acquainted with them. In 
i ion as you come to know them better, you 
‘will value them lefs. You will find that reafon, which. 
rel ought to direct mankind, feldom does; but 
and weakneffes commonly ufurp ‘its fest, 
-elaeremeeetey You wiil-find, that the ableft 
have 
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fiave their weak fides too, and are only compara- 
tively able, with regard to the ftill weaker herd: 
having fewer weakneffes themfelves, they are able to 
avail themfelves of the innumerable ones of the gene- 
sality of mankind ; being more matters of themfelves, 
they become more eafily mafters of others. They ad~ 
drefs themfelves to their weaknefles, their fenfes, 
their paflions; never to their reafon; and confe~ 
quently feldom fail of fuccefs. But then analyfe 
thofe great, thofe governing, and, as the vulgar 
imagine, thofe perfect Characters ; and you will find 
the great Brutus a thief in Macedonia, the great Cars 
dinal de Richelieu a jealous poetatter,® and the great 
Duke of Marlborough a mifer. Till you come to 
know mankind by your own experience, I know no» 
thing, nor no man, that can in the mean time bring 
you fo well acquainted with them as le Duc de la 
Rochefoucault : his little book of Maxims, which I 
would advife you to look into, for fome moments at 
leaft, every day of your life, is, Ifear, too like, and 
too exact, a picture of human nature: I own, it 
Jeems to degrade it; but yet my experience does not 
convince me tlt it degrades it unjuftly. 
"Now to bring all this home to my firft point. AU 
thefe confiderations fhould not only invite you to at- 
Yempt to make a figure in Parliament; but encou~ 
Tage you to hope that you fhall fucceed. To govern 
se one muft not over-rate them ; and to pleafe 
dience, as a {peaker, one muft not over-value it, 
Wie in| firft came into the Houfe of Commons, £ 
refvedted that affembly as.a venerable one ; and felt 
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a certain awe upon me: but, upon better acquain- 
tance, that awe foon vanifhed; and I difcovered, 
that, of the five hundred and fixty, not above thirty 
ould underftand reafen, and that all the reft were 
peuple ; that thofe thirty only required plain comnroa 
fenfe; drviled up in good language ; and that all the 
athers required only flowing and harmonious periods, 
avhether they conveyed any meaning or not ; having 
wars to hear, bit not fenfe enough to judge. Thefe 
sconfiderations made me {peak with little concern the 
firft time, with lef$ the fecond, and with none at all 
sthe third. I gave myfelf no fasther trouble about 
any thing, c&cept my clocution, and my ftyle ; pre~ 
guming, without much vanity, that I had common 
fenfe fufficient not to talk nonfenfe. Fix thefe three 
truths ftrongly in your mind: Firft, that it is abfo- 
lately neceflary for you to fpeak in Parliament; fe- 
condly, that it only requires a Jittle human atten- 
tion, and no fupernatural gifts; and, thirdly, thar 
tyou have all the reafon in tlre world to think that you 
fhall {peak well. When we meet, this“thall be the 
principal fubject of our converfations ; and, if yau 
will follow my advice, 1 will anfwer for your fuc- 
eels, 

Now from great things to little ones; the tranfition 
is-to me eafy, becaule nothing feems little to me that’ 
can be.of any ufe to you. I hope you take great 
i¢aré of your mouth and teeth, and that you clean 
them well every morning with a {punge -and tepid’ 
feater,-with a few drops of srquebufade water diopped 
into iv: befides.wathing your, mputh carefully after 
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every meal. I do infift upon your never ufing thofe 
fticks, or any ‘hard fubftance whatfoever, which 
always rub away the gums, and deftroy the varniflz 
ofthe teeth. I fpeak this from woeful experience s 
for my negligence of my teeth, when I was younger 
than you are, made them bad ; and afterwards, my, 
defire to have them look better made me ufe 
fticks, irons, &c. which totally deftroyed them; 
fo that I have not now above fix pr feven left. I 
loft one this morning, which fuggefted this advice 
to you. 

I have received the tremendous wild boar, which 
your ftill more tremendous asm flew ig the immenfe 
defarts of the Palatinate ; but have not yet tafted of 
it, as it is hitherto above my low regimen. The late 
King of Pruflia, whenever he killed any number 
of wild boars, ufed to oblige the Jews to buy them, 
atan highprice, though they tould eat none of them, 
fo they defrayed the expence of his hunting. His 
fon has jufter rules of government, as the Code Hre- 
derique plainly fhows. 

Thope thar, by this time, you are as well ancré at 
Berlin as you were at Munich; but, if not, you are 
fre of being fo at Drefden. Adicu. 
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London, February 26th, 1754. 
‘My pear Frienv, 


1 HAVE received your letters of the 4th from Mus 
nich, and of the 11th from Ratifbon; but I have 
not received that of the 31ft January, to which you 
refer in the former. It is to this negligence 4nd uns 
certainty of the poft, that you owe your accidents 
Between Munich and Ratifbon; for, had you re« 
ceived my letters regularly, you would have received 
ane from me, before you left Munich, in which I 
advifed you to ftay, fince you were fo well there. 
But, at all events, you were in the wrong to fet out 
from Munich in fuch weather and fuch roads ; fince 
you could never imagine that I had fet my heart fo 
@qch upon your going to Berlin, as to venture your 
being buried in the fnow for it. Upon the whole, 
ebnfidering all, you are very well off. You do quite 
Tight, immy mind, to return to Munich, or at leat 
fo keep within the circle of Munich, -Ratifbon, and 
Manheim, till the weather and the roads are good : : 
fiay at each or any of thofe places as long as ‘ever 
you. Pleafe 5 for 1 am extremely indifferent about 
baad going to Berlin. 

to our. meeting, I will tell you my plan, and 
may form your own accordingly. I eee 
oaefrom hence the.,la& week in Apni, then 





6 ard sow, i? 
‘drinking the Aix-la-Chapelle waters for a week, and, 
from thence being at-Spa about the 15th of May, 
where I fhalt ftay two months at moft, and then re- 
turning ftraight to England. As I both hope and 
believe that there will be no mortal at Spa during 
my refidence there, the fathionable feafon not be- 
ginning till the middie of July, I would by no means 
have you come there at firft, to be locked up with 
me and fome few Capuchins, for two nonths, in that 
miferable hole ; but I would advife you to ftay where 
you like beft, till about the firft week in July, and 
then to come and pick me wp at Spa, or meet me 
upon the road at Liege or Bruflels. As for the inter- 
mediate time, fhould you be weary of Manheim and 
Munich, you may, if you pleafe, go to Drefden to 
Sir Charles Williams, who will be there before that 
time ; or you may come for a month or fix weeks to 
the Hague ; or, in fhort, go or ftay wherever you 
Jike beft. So much for your motions. 
As you have fent for all the letters direéted to you 
at Berlin, -you will receive from thence volumes of 
ine, among which yéu will cafily perceive that 
me were calculated for a fuppofed perufal previous 
to your opening them. I will not repeat any thing 
contained in them, excepting that I defire you wilt 
fend me a warm and cordial lettcr of thanks for Mr. 
Eliot ; who has, in the moft friendly manner ina 
ginable, fixed you at his’ own borough of Litkeardy 
where you will-be elected jointly with him, without 
the leaft appofition or difficulty. I will forward dag 
Setter to him into Cornmvall, where he sow i. aiid 
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Now that you are to be foot a man of bufinefs, f 
heartily with you would immediately begin to be 4 
man of method; nothing contributing more to faci+ 
litate and difpatch bufincis than method and order. 
Have order and method in your acceunts, in your 
reading, in the allotment of your time; in fhort, in 
every thing. You cannot conceive how much time 
you will fave by it, nor how much better every thing 
you do will bg done. ‘The Duke of Marlborough 
did’ by no means fpend, but he flatterned himfelf 
into that immenfe debt which is not yet near paid 
off. The hurry and confufion of the Duke of New- 
caftle do not proceed from his bufinefs, but from 
his wantof method in it. Sir Robert Walpole, who 
had ten times the bufinefs to do, was never feen ina 
hurry, becaufe he always did it with method, The 
head of a man who has buitfinefs, and no method nor 
order, is properly that rudis indige?aque moles quam 
dixére chaos. As you mutt be conicious that you are 
extremely negligent and flatternly, I hope you will 
refolye not to be fo forthe future. Prevail with 
yourfelf, only to obferve good method and order for 
one fortnight ; and I will venture to aflure you, fat 
you will never negleét them afterwards, you will find 
fach convenicncy and advantage arifing from them. 
Method is the great advantage that lawyers have 
over other people, in {peaking in Parliament; for, 
ws they muft neceffarily obferve it in their pleadings 
in the Courts of Juftice, it becomes habitual to them 
every where elfe. Without making you a -compli+ 
ament, I can tell you with pleafure, that order, me+ 

thod, 
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thod, and mote adtivity of mind, are all that jou 
want, to make, fomé day of other, a confiderable 
figure in bufinefs. You have more ufeful know- 
ledge, more difcernment of charaétcrs, abd much 
more difcretion; than is conymon at your age ; much 
more, Tam fure, than I had at that age. Experience 
you cannot yet have, and therefore truft in the meant 
time to ming. Iam an old traveller; am well ac- 
quainted with all the bye as well as the great roads j 
Icannot mifguide you from ignorance, and you até 
very fure I fhall not from defign. 

Tcan affute you, that you will have no opporttt- 
nity of fubfcribing yourfelf, my Excelency’s, *c, 
Retirement and quiet were my choice fome yeaty 
ago, while I had all my fenfes, and health and 
fpirits enough to catry oh bufinefs; but now I have 
loft my hearing, and find my conftitution declining 
daily, they are become my neceffary and only re- 
fuge. I know myfelf (no common picce of Rnow- 
ledge, let me tell you); If know what I can, what 
cannot, ard confequently what 1 ought todo. f 

it not, and therefore will not, return to bufi- 
nels, when fam much lefs fit for it than I was whert 
I quitted it. Still lefs will I go to Iretand, where, 
from my deafnefs and infirmitics, F mutt neceffarify 
tmake a different figaré from that which I oned 
fade there. My pridé would be too much mot- 
tified by that difference. The two important fered 
of feeing afd hearing thopld not only be good, Bud 
quick ist bufinefss arch the bufinefs of a Lord Lied 
tenatrt of Irefarick (if fre will do it Kinifelf), require 

‘Vox. IV. F both 
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both thofe fenfes in the higheft perfection. It was 
the Duke of Dorfet’s not doing: the bufinefs him- 
felf, but giving it up to favourites, that has occa- 
fioned all this confufion in Ireland ; and it was my 
doing the whole myfelf, without cither Favourite, 
sMinifter, or Miftrefs, that made my adminiftration 
fo fmooth and quiet. I remember, when I named 
the late Mr. Liddel for my Secretary, every body 
was much fuprifed at it; and fome of my friends re- 
prefented to me, that he was no man of bufinefs, 
but only a very genteel pretty young fellow. I af- 
fured them, and with truth, that that was the very 
reafon why I chofe him; for that I was refolved to 
do all the bufinefs myfelf, and without even the fuf- 
picion of having a Minifter; which the Lord Lieu- 
tenant’s Secretary, if he is a man of bufinefs, is 
always fuppofed, and conimonly with reafon, to be. 
Moreover, I look upon myfelf now to be emeritus in 
bufinefs, in which I have been near forty years 
together; I give it up to you: apply yourfelf to it, 
as I have done, for forty years, and then I confent 
to your leaving it for a philofophical retiremen., 
among your friends and your books. Statefmen #ad 
beauties are very rarely fenfible of the gradations of 
their decay ; and, too fanguinely hoping to fhine on 
in their meridian, often fit with contempt and ridi- 
cule. I-retired in time, uti conviva fatur; or, as 
Pope fays, ftill better, Ere tittering youth fhall fove 

you from the flage. My only remaining ambition is 
to be the Counfellor and Minifter of your rifing 
aabition. Let me fee my own youth revived in 
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you; let me be your Mentor, and with your parts 
and knowledge, I promife you, you fhall go far. 
You mutt bring, on your part, adtivity and atten- 
tion, and I will point out to you the proper objects 
forthem. I own, I fear but one thing for you, and 
that is what one has generally the leaft reafon to fear, 
from one of your age ; I mean your lazinefs, which, 
if you indulge, will make you ftagnate ii in a con- 
temptible obfcurity all your life. It ‘will hinder you 
from doing any thing that will deferve to be written, 
or from writing any thing that may deferve' to be 
read ; and yet one or other of thefe two objects 
fhould be at leaft aimed at by every rational being. 
TI look upon indolence as a fort of fuicide; for the 
man is effectually deftroyed, though the appetites 
of the brute may furvive. Bufinefs by no means for- 
bids pleafures; on the contrary, they reciprocally 
feafon each other: and I will venture to affirm, that 
no man enjoys either in perfection, that does not 
join both, They whet the defire for each other. 

le yourfelf therefore, in time, to be alert and dili- 
gest in your little concerns: never procraftinate, 
never put off till to-morrow what you can do to-day; 
arid never do two things at a time: purfue your ob- 
jeét, be it what it will, fteadily and indefatigably ; 
and let any difficulties (if furmountable) rather ani- 
mate than flacken your endeavours. Perfeverance has 
furprifing effets. 

“Lwith you would ufe yourfelf to tranflate, every 
day, orily three or four lines, from any book, in. 
any language, into the correcteft and . moft elegant 

Fa Englifh 
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Englifh that you can think of ; you cannot imagine 
how it will infenfibly form your ftyle, and give you 
an habitual elegancy: it would not take you upa 
quarter of ah hour inaday. This letter is fo long, 
that it will hardly leave you that quarter of an hour, 
phe day you receive it. 





LETTER CCCX. 


London, March the 8th, 1754. 
My pean Frienn, 


A. GREAT and unexpected event has lately hap- 
pened in our minifterial world—Mr. Pelham died 
Taft Monday, of a fever and mortification; ovca- 
fioned by a general corruption of his whole mafs of’ 
blood, which had broke out into fores‘in his back. 
T regret him as an old acquaintance, a pretty ae 
relation, and a private man, with whom I have lived 
many years in a focial and friendly way. He meaned 
well tothe public ; and was incorrupt in a poft where 
corruption is commonly contagious. If he was no 
fhining, enterprizing Minifter, he was a fafe one, 
which I like better. Very fhining Minifters, like 
the Sun, are apt to fcorch- when they fhine the 
brighteft; in our conftitution, I prefer the'milder 
light of a lefy glaring Minifter. “His fucceffor is not 

ety 
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Texperienced that indulgence; fur, had I not beena 
young Member, I fhould certainly have been, as ¥ 
own I deferved, reprimanded by the Houfe for fome 
ftrong and indifcreet things thar I faid. Adieu! it 
is.indeed high ume, 








LETTER CCCKII. 


London, March the 26th, 1754. 
My vrar Frienn, 


Yusrerpay I reecived your letter of the 15th 
from Manheim, where I find you have been received 
in the ufual gracious manner; which I hope you re~ 
turn ina graceful one. As this is a feafon of great 
devotion and folemnity in all Catholic countsiesy 
pray inform yourfelf of, and conftantly attend to, ald 
ftheir filly and pompous Church ceremonies; one 
ought to know them. I am very glad that you wrote 
the letter to Lord , which, in every different 
cafe that can poflibly be fuppofed, was, I am fure, 
both a decent and a prudent ftep, You will find it 
very difficult, whenever we meet, to convince me 
‘that you cauld have any good reafons for not doing; 
it; for I will, for argument’s fake, fuppofe, whas 
I cannot in reality believe, that he has beth {aid and 
dotie the worft be could, of and by you; whi 
then? How will youhelp yourfelf? Are you ing 

fituation 
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fituation to hurt him? - Certainly not; but he cer- 
tainly is in a fituation to hurt you. Would you 
fhow a fullen, pouting, impotent refentment? I 
hope not: leave that filly, unavailing fort of re- 
fentment to women, and men like them, who are 
elways guided by humour, never by reafon and pru- 
dence. That pettith, pouting -conduét is a great 
deal too young, and implies too little knowledge of 
the world, for gnae who has feen fo much of it as 
you have. Let this be one invariable rule of your 
conduét—Never to fhow the leaft fymptom of re- 
fentment, which you cannot, to a certain degree, 
gratify ; b ays to fmile where you cannot ftrike. 
‘There would be no living in Courts, nor indeed in 
the world, if one could not conceal, and even dif- 
femble the juft caufes of. refentment, which one 
meets with every day in active and bufy life. Who- 
ever cannot mafter his humour enough, pour faire 
bonne mine a mauvais jeu, fhould leave the world, and 
retire to fome hermitage, in an unfrequented defart. 
By'fhowing an unavailing and fullen refentment, you 
authorize the refentment of thofe who can hurt youy: 
and whom you cannot hurt; and give them that 
very pretence, which perhaps they withed for,’of 
breaking with, and injuring you; whereas the eon- 
trary behaviour would lay them under the reftraints 
of decency at leaft; and either fhackle or expofe 
their malice, Befides, captioufnefs, fullennefs, and 
pouting, are moft exceedingly illiberal and vulvar. 
Da bonntte homme ne les conncit point. 

Tam 


TO HIS SOR. 4] 


Tam extremely glad to hear that you are foon to 
have Voltaire at Manheim: immediately upon his 
artival pray make him a thoufand compliments from 
me. I admire him moft exceedingly ; and whether 
as an Epic, Dramatic, or Lyric Poct, or Profe- 
writer, I think I juftly apply to him the Nil molitur 
inept2. I long to read his own correct edition of Lee 
Annales de ! Empire, of which the Abrégé Chronologique 
de l’Hiftoire Univerfelle, which 1 have read, is, I fup- 
pofe, a ftolen and imperfect part; Rowever, imper- 
feét as it is, it has explained to me that chaos of 
hiftory of feven hundred years more clearly than 
any other book had done before. Yq dge very 
tightly, that I love le flyle leger et fle Ido, and 
‘0 does every body who has any parts and tafte, It 
thould, I confefs, be more or lefs feuri, according 
:o the fubject ; but at the fame time I affert, that 
there is no fubjeét that may not properly, and which 
ought not to be adorned, by a certain elegancy and 
beauty of ftyle. What can be more adorned than 

icero’s Philofophical Works? What more than 

lato’s? It is their eloquence only, that has pre- 
ferved and tranfmitted them down to us, through fo 
many centuries; for the philofophy of them is 
wretched, and the reafoning part miferable. But 
eloquence will always pleafe, and has always pleafed. 
tudy it therefore; make it the obje@ of your 
thoughts and attention. Ufe yourfelf to relate ele- 
gantly ; that isa good ftep towards {peaking well in 
Parliament. Take fome political fubjeét, turn it im 
your thoughts, confider what may be faid both for 
and 
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and againft it, then put thofe arguments into writing, 
in the moft correct and elegant Englifh you can. 
For inftance, a ftanding atmy, @ place bill, &. 5 
as to the former,- confider, on one fide,-the dangers 
arifing to a free country from a great ftanding mili+ 
tary force; on the other fide, confider the neceflity 
Of a force to repel force with. Examine whether a 
ftanding army, though in itfelf an evil, may not, 
from circumftances, become a neceffary evil, and 
preventive of greater dangers. As to the latter, con- 
fider how far places may biafs and warp the conduct 
of men; from the fervice of their country, into an 
anwar to the court; and, on 
the other » confider whether they can be fup- 
pofed to have that efleét upon the conduct of peo- 
ple of probity and property, who are more folidly 
interefted in the permanent good of their country, 
than they can be in an uncertain and precarious em- 
ployment. Seek for, and anfwer in your own mind, 
all the arguments that can be urged on either fide, and 
write them down in an elegant ftyle. This will pre, 
pare you for debating, and give you an habitual elo- 
quence: for I would not give a farthing for a mere 
holyday eloquence, difplayed once ‘or twice in # 
feffion, in a fet declamation; but I want an every- 
@ay, ready, and habitual eloquence, to adorn extems 
ere and debating fpecches; to make bufinefs not 
only. clear but agreeable, and to pleafe even thofe 
whom: you cannot inform, and who do not defire to 
jee informed. All this you may acquire, and make 
hebiseal to you, with as little trouble 22 it coft you 

to 


